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SUB J : INFORMAL EDUCATION AND LITERACY 

1. DURING AMB'S INITIAL CALL ON NEW MIN OF POPULAR CULTURE, 

SPORTS AND YOUTH KOUAMI, LATTER INQUIRED WHAT 

USG COULD OFFER 

IN WAY OF ASSISTANCE TO A LITERACY CAMPAIGN TO BE UNDERTAKEN 
CHIEFLY IN RURAL AREAS PRESUMABLY OUTSIDE THE NORMAL SCHOOL 
SYSTEM. HIS PREDECESSOR HAD ALSO RAISED THIS TOPIC WITH US 
SEVERAL MONTHS AGO. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND INFORMAL EDUCATION AND LITERACY REPRESENT 
PRIORITY AREAS FOR WHICH FUNDS HAVE BEEN MADE AVAILABLE IN THE 
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT CATEGORY UNDER THE LATEST FOREIGN 
ASSISTANCE ACT. SINCE DAHOMEANS APPEAR TO BE AT THE INITIAL 
STAGE OF FORMULATING THEIR LITERACY CAMPAIGN. THE TERRAIN MIGHT 
BE SUITABLE FOR US TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. 

3. BEFORE HAVING ANY TALKS WITH DAHOMEAN OFFICIALS ON THIS 
SUBJECT. WE WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION THAT THERE ARE 
INDEED FORMS OF ASSISTANCE THAT WE MIGHT, IF CONDITIONS 
ARE FAVORABLE, EVENTUALLY OFFER. THERE IS NO POINT IN TALK- 
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LITTLE OR NO POSSIBILITY OF ASSISTING THEM. 

4. IN VIEW CURRENT POLITICAL CONDITIONS IN DAHOMEY, WE 
INTEND PROCEED CAUTIOUSLY. COOPERATION WITH DAHOMEY IN THIS 
FIELD IS WORTH EXPLORING BECAUSE WE BELIEVE COUNTRY IS IN 
MOOD FOR SUCH A CAMPAIGN, OUR ASSISTANCE COULD DO A LOT OF 
GOOD FOR A MODEST OUTLAY, AND WE COULD GET SOME CREDIT. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: APPRECIATE INFO THIS SUBJECT THAT WILL 
ENABLE US TO HAVE INITIAL TALK WITH DAHOMEANS. WOULD LIKE THIS 
INFO TO INCLUDE ASSESSMENT OF POSSIBILITY SHORT-TERM TDY 
ASSISTANCE IN CASE OPPORTUNITY TO PROPOSE IT SHOULD 

ARISE. 

ENGLE 
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